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About 

Raphael Loewe Archives: Four 
Generations of Anglo-Jewish 
Scholarship 

 

The Raphael Loewe Archives contain a 
selection of personal papers and 
academic productions of four 
generations of Anglo-Jewish scholars: 
Louis Loewe (1809-1888), who because 
of his competence both in European and 
Semitic languages, and also in Turkish, 
was chosen by Sir Moses Montefiore to 
act as his ‘Oriental Secretary’ and 

became his close confidant. His son James Loewe 
(1852-1944), Secretary of the Jewish Colonial 
Trust and educator. His grandson Herbert Loewe 
(1882-1940), Reader in Rabbinics at Cambridge. 
His great-grandson Raphael Loewe (1919-2011), 
Professor of Hebrew at University College 
London. They span almost two centuries and their 
work ranged from Biblical Hebrew through 
Hebrew poetry and translations, medieval Jewish 
thought and Anglo-Jewish history. They were in 
contact with some of the greatest scholars of their 
time and were involved in many of the momentous 
events in Jewish history through this period. 

The Pamphlets Collection, 
comprising scholarly 
correspondence and offprints, 
as well as unpublished material 
was acquired by the former 
Fellow Librarian, Dr. Piet van 
Boxel, thanks to the generous 
support of Peter and Catherine 
Oppenheimer and Judith and 
Peter Wegner. The Personal 
Archive was generously 
donated to the Library by the 
family after Professor Raphael 
Loewe’s passing in 2011, 
thanks to the good offices of 
Dr. Jeremy Schonfield. 

 

The Loewe Archives 
Exhibition Team is grateful to 
all who contributed to our 
project in terms of adding 
archival material, offering 
advice, and to those who 
helped and supported us 
throughout the process.  

We hope you enjoy the 
Exhibition and please write to 
us with your feedback! 


